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DISCUSSION:
DEM OCRACY — 
ESSENCE OF SOCIALISM
T H E  A R T IC L E  by Franz Marek -  
"T h e  S tructure of the Stalin Mythos" 
appearing  in  the  June-Ju ly  issue of 
the A I R  cannot be ignored by any 
M arxist. Its great value lies in the 
fact, th a t it provokes thought and 
re appraisal of the m ain  issue which 
divides niarxists today, internationally  
and w ith in  m any countries including 
our own. N or does it lose stature 
because of the  fact that the w riter 
includes him self in the  arm y of marx- 
ists who for some decades, accepted 
d istortions for facts.
T h e  need to  defend the new Socialist 
R epublic from attack, the  rise of fas- 
(ism, the titan ic  sacrifices and combat 
du rin g  the  second W orld W ar, the revo­
lutionary upsurge following it, all com­
bined to d ivert the  developm ent of 
socialist theory and practice to the 
defence of one country, the USSR. 
Rigid censorship and the  resulting 
lack of inform ation  strengthened the 
acceptance of the  “M ythos”. T h e  expos­
ure of the  Stalin T erro r from w ithin 
the  Soviet U nion, broke the  spell and 
from then  011 Stalin's in terpreta tions of 
m arxism -Icninism  have been questioned 
and challenged.
M ore questions, analysis, research 
and criticism  will continue u n til m arx- 
ists everywhere re tu rn  to the essence 
of socialist ideology — an ever-expand­
ing democracy — the developm ent of 
the  individual, and respect for him  as 
a m em ber of society.
It is no t sufficient today th a t these 
questions and criticisms be answered by
some dogm atic statem ent about “ bour­
geois influence-" o r " th e  penetration  
of im perialist saboteurs", and in m ain 
cases the concocted “enemy of the 
people". W hy is it that today, almost 
j2  years since the October Revolution, 
a rigid censorship (a fact which I con­
sider to be well established) prevents 
the Soviet people from reading the 
opinions even of niarxists from other 
countries? Has this article of Franz 
Marek been published there?
Have I (for !>G years an industrial 
worker, with a brief in te rru p tio n  of 3 
years unem ploym ent, and now in 
receipt of ou r generous old age pen ­
sion) now become an agent of the 
capitalists because I have read it? In 
seeking the answci to Soviet censorship 
I can only conclude that a small 
group of decision makers fear their 
own people and place w hat they con­
sider to be the interests of the State 
above socialist principles.
W e recall th a t Lenin described p ro ­
letarian  d ictatorship  as a thousand 
times m ore dem ocratic th an  bourgeois 
d ictatorship . Why? Because he was p r i­
m arily concerned w ith developing d e ­
mocracy and because he had to negate 
suspicion and revolt against the very 
word “dictatorship".
Following the October Revolution 
Russian niarxists were faced w ith the 
colossal task of feeding a starving, 
illite ra te  people, th rough  periods of 
counter-revolution and war, and in ­
creasing production  became the  p rim ­
ary an d  essential task. But today in 
capitalist Australia few people would 
deny th a t we have solved the technical 
problem  of production  sufficient to
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provide every citizen w ith a com fort­
able life.
T h e  problem  of equ itab le  d is trib u ­
tion  remains, and this is closely linked 
with rising dem ands for dem ocratic 
control, participation  in m anagem ent 
expressed in worker strike action, stu d ­
en t dem onstrations of a great variety, 
acts of defiance against bureaucratic  
authority , in the slogans for W orker 
Power, Student Power, Black Power. 
Surely this question of democracy is 
the  starting  point along the  road to 
socialism — and the goal.
N e il  G o w . 
S T A L IN ’S H E IR S
“T H E R E  IS intense suspicion and 
scepticism of the  Soviet U nion” — a 
key judgm ent in  a com prehensive su r­
vey of students, Negroes, young rad i­
cals, the New Left in  Com m unist Party 
USA’s Political Affairs, M arch-April,
1969.
T h e  central problem  for all com­
m unists, the first p rincip le  and slogan, 
is in ternational com m unist unity . In te r­
national unity  will rem ain  an empty 
dream  un til the  present CPSU leader­
ship can win th a t great (though not 
well-based) confidence, the  prim ary  
certitude comm unists and o th er p ro ­
gressives once reposed in  the  Stalin 
government.
W here is the  confidence in Australia 
am ong the youth, academics, h u m an ­
ists? Among th e  m illion  Aussie work­
ers in the recent strikes and  dem on­
strations? T h e  overwhelm ing m ajority  
in the splendid Left Action Conference 
expressed, in  effect, actual m istrust. Dis­
appointed  w ith Soviet leaders, vast 
num bers of activists have tu rn ed  to 
the false gods of Mao, T rotsky, Debray, 
Marcuse.
Internationalism  dem ands fu n d a­
m ental changes in several spheres of 
Soviet home and foreign policy, as fol­
lows:
Lim ited  Sovereignty: T rad itionally  
the theory and practice of im perialism , 
dom ination  of big powers over the 
smaller; th e  latter acknowledge the 
au thority  of the  form er to determ ine 
policy on basic issues. A ustralia is 
becoming a good (or bad) exam ple. 
T hrough  economic penetration , bases, 
etc., our country  is declining towards 
semi-colonial status, a “clien t sta te”.
John Foster Dulles, denied the  righ t 
of any non-socialist country  to rem ain  
neutral, e.g. N ehru ’s neutralism  was 
“ im m oral”. R elated to  this question, 
bu t in a  splendidly different way, the 
USSR C onstitu tion  (Article 17) grants 
the constituent Soviet Republics the 
ligh t “ freely to secede”, i.e. to become 
independent of USSR.
Lim ited sovereignty doesn’t belong 
to socialism; the  concept is repugnant. 
T he term  is a m isnom er, an undialec- 
tical contradiction; com pare w ith "good 
fascism”, "revolutionary  reform ism ”, 
"cacophonous m elody”.
Elitism'. Refers to intellectuals who 
now subscribe in  various ways to the 
earlier notion  of “m anagerial revolu­
tion ”, CPSU’s leaders become today’s 
most p rom inen t elite; they are a n a r­
chist-type "heroes” w ho lead the 
“herd”. T h e ir  chief e rro r is lack of 
tru st in  th e  creative power of fullest 
socialist democracy, and  therefore the 
harsh censorship, paternalism  and re ­
pression. Soviet citizens are tender- 
m inded ch ild ren  who m ust be p ro ­
tected. T h is  is dangerous nonsense.
The Soviet people have fought, 
w ithin living memory, three great revo­
lutions. If they are ignoran t and g u l­
lible the  fau lt is entirely  th a t of Stalin 
and his successors w ho have b lo tted  
ou t Lenin's vision of enlightened soc­
ialist society "w here every kitchen 
m aid learns to ru n  th e  governm ent.”
W e laugh at M ao’s m iracle-working 
thoughts, bu t in certain  aspects of 
foreign affairs and some ideological
31
AUSTRALIAN LF.I'T REVIEW Oilobrv-Novelnher I !)f>!I
problem s Soviet citizens are just as 
m isinform ed as the  Chinese. In  this 
regard Brezhnev is a "hero" like Mao; 
Soviet and Chinese people know onlv 
w hat they arc perm itted  to know.
Misinformed! Ask the Soviet troops 
what k ind of welcome they were told 
to expect when en tering  Prague and 
the  "welcome" they did receive from 
the  hostile populace.
Misinformed! T ake religion today. 
Even RC reactionaries, the  trad itio n ­
alists, acknowledge the  m ounting  drift 
away from religious belief, not just 
because of th e  Pill or celibacy but 
fundam entally  due to the advancing 
power of philosophical m aterialism  plus 
social criticism  and actual rebellion 
against the  old order (see, e.g. editorial 
SM H, 8/4/69).
Hut the  latest Soviet text, F unda­
mentals o f Dialectical Materialism  p8, 
proceeds serenely: "Clericalism is gain­
ing influence steadily as Im perialism 's 
political and ideological weapon" (!)
H um an Face: T h e  Czechs d idn 't for a 
m om ent deny the prodigious social a d ­
vances in  most of everyday Soviet l i f e -  
guaranteed em ploym ent, culture, sport, 
dedication to peace, aid for Vietnam , 
etc. — hum anism  and democracy m an ­
ifested in a thousand ways. N othing 
like it in  capitalism ; w hat can be more 
hum an  than  expropria tion  of the  cap­
italists? T h e  reference was only to 
Stalinism, absence of the  hum an  face 
"a t th e  top".
T h e  20th CPSU (1956) Congress 
m ade its sha tte ring  im pact. How could 
such evils and crimes exist in  the 
Party of Lenin? B ut in tim e the reve­
lations caiue to b< accepted, in  increas­
ing degree and in non-com m unist 
circles too, as an  honest effort to undo 
the horrific past. Khruschev later (1958) 
claimed th a t there  wasn’t a single 
Soviet citizen in prison for political 
beliefs. B ut gloom is again descend­
ing.
T h e  live Soviet writers best known in 
the W est—Yevtushenko, Yoznesenskv. 
Pasternak, Solzhenitsyn and, now. even 
the "hard-liner" Sholokhov — are u n ­
der ban or interdict of some kind.
T h e  p a tte rn  of im perialist p ropa­
ganda against m arxism  has decidedlv 
changed in the past decade. From end­
lessly "refu ting" M arx's Capital and 
L enin ' s Imperialism  the emphasis has 
shifted largely to ethics, meaning 
marxism is "naturally" anti democratic 
and repressive.
T h e  pet argum ent is that in his 
early writings (the 1844 M anuscripts) 
M arx projected a wonderful fu ture  for 
m an, the w inning of his true  hum an 
essence, and so on; bu t he denied these 
in later theoretical and program m atic 
works. . .
T h e  point: It is hard  to counter 
these charges when im perialist p u b ­
licists are so often provided with re ­
ports of inhum an Soviet gaol condi­
tions, or a Brezhnev policeman laying 
down the law to Czech workers (see 
quo tation  from R ude Pravo in The  
Australian, 18/6/69), or the latest 
abom ination  of sentencing dissenters to 
detention  in lunatic asylums. It was 
"easy" for communists in  the Stalin 
period — the charges were sum m arily 
rejected as false, inventions. . . T h at 
won t work any more.
CPA, CPSU Democracy compared: 
On the Czech events the  Com munist 
Party  of A ustralia has provided for 
free open discussion; it has been an 
en lightening and exhilara ting  exper­
ience. W ith  the  CPSU, censorship and 
gaoling. We expect, we have the right 
to expect, 52 years after October, ten 
times greater democracy and freedom 
than  in  capitalism .
Dem ocratic forms (m ajority rule, 
etc.) are essentially the  same in all 
social form ations, from the slave-own­
ing aristocracy of an tiqu ity  to the p re ­
sent — it makes foi m axim um  efficiency
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lo advance the economic and political 
interests of the p a rticu lar class.
Hut historically there is one constant. 
T o  acquire knowledge there  is no 
possible substitute for exchange of 
opinions, the free play of conflicting 
ideas, for criticism, and not a gracious 
acceptance of criticism , b u t providing, 
arranging and organising it. H ere the 
CPSU leaders h a te  failed. T hey  won't 
listen to o ther voices, onlv to the 
echoes of their own.
"O ur (Soviet) ideology is s ta g n a n t '— 
thus Academician Peter Kapitsa, a d ­
dressing the presidium  of the CSSR 
Academy of Sciences (28/2/6!). See A l.H  
No. 4). Urging Soviet philosophers and 
others to enter directly  in to  the  ideo­
logical struggle in the  West, in cap ita l­
ism. he said:
"O ur ideologists will lose the p riv i­
lege they have in our country  where 
the censor preserves them  (!—LHC.) 
witli care from contrary views (!!— 
LHC) . In the  im pending struggle this 
will not be so. T h ere  all will be judged 
by open criteria."
T h e  indictm ent is absolutely tlamn- 
ingl
I.. H a r r y  G o u i .d .
P O L IT IC A L  M Y TH  
— O R  M IR T H ?
T H E  LEFT ACTION Conference 
called upon the A ustralian masses to 
discuss workers' control. Australian 
realities and objective conditions a p ­
pear to have been glossed over w ith the 
sp irit of rom ance, em otions m ost d a n ­
gerous to all strata  w ith in  the  working 
class.
Adventurism leads to the  serious m is­
take of underestim ating  the  class 
enemy. T his exploiter of the people 
will use all means he controls to smash 
organised challenge to his economic 
and political power.
W orkers' control therefore can only 
be established bv th e  fundam ental law 
of the class struggle, by w inning social­
ism. T h e  m odern day conditions of 
the A ustralian working class and its 
relationship to the class struggle have 
not changed in fundam ental princip le 
from the  so-called old m ethods of p re ­
vious days.
On the contrary, th e  ru ling  class, not 
by new m ethods or tactics, bu t using 
the old tried  and tested successful 
means of the  State, its resources and 
apparatus, have been able to control 
and tighten  the grip on the Australian 
people. In such circumstances the class 
struggle has sharpened.
T h e  standard  of living on one hand 
appears h igher and the  people accept 
the direct participation  in the  d irty  
Vietnam W ar. However there  has been 
no advance in  the  standard  of living, 
the sharpness of the  class struggle has 
increased th e  exploitation  of the  Aus­
tralian people by state  m onopoly cap­
italism.
Standards of living and exploitation 
can only be m easured in correct marx- 
ist principle by com parison of the  value 
of labor and m axim um  profits. It is 
true  th a t luxury  item s such as cars, 
refrigerators, television, etc. are avail­
able. It is also true  housing and land is 
available, bu t at what price in regards 
to labor?
T h e  working wife, the  two job h u s­
band. T h e  incieased labor hours in 
relation to the purchase of com m odi­
ties. T he decline of Social Services and 
Security. Increasing taxation , inflation, 
the record national h ire  purchase debt 
of SOS per head of the population . 
These are A ustralian conditions. These 
are the objective conditions of an a d ­
vanced capitalist economy.
An economy which is controlled by 
a ruthless class of exploiters, of n a tio n ­
al and foreign capitalists, who have 
the full support ot a reactionary gov-
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em inen t. H ardly a situation  for such 
adventurism  as W orkers’ Control.
W orkers' control is a rom antic catch 
call slogan; it will appeal to many. T o 
th e  m ajority  who have worked in var­
ious movements, R EALITIES are the 
principle for the correct m ethods to 
advance th e  conditions of the A ustra­
lian people.
An adventure  in workers' control 
could very well follow this example. 
T h e  crew of a ship, preferably a pas­
senger liner, have taken over the  vessel 
and declared this ship is now going to 
be ru n  solely for the workers’ benefit. 
T h is w ould include all those associated 
with the ru n n in g  and m aintain ing  of 
the  vessel. T h ere  is no t enough time 
or space to list all th e  organisations 
necessary to  successfully ru n  a ship.
However the  profits from the venture 
arc to pay wages, bu ild  flats, give social 
security which society does not. In 
other words a small pocket of socialist 
workers, dream ing of UTOPIA.
But back to our venture—cargo, fuel, 
stores, tugs, etc., etc., all just happen 
to appear. Oh, yes! there’s the ex­
am ple of the  Governm ent T ransport 
W orkers, of no t collecting fares. T o 
keep up w ith them , our vessel S.S. 
W ORKERS' C O N TR O L  will conduct 
world cruises, and no t collect fares.
W here is the  State apparatus while 
all this is going on? T h e  Government 
condones it, the  arm ed forces stand by, 
the police disappear, the  ru ling  class 
do not even apply to their court, so no 
more penalties. Is there  any need to 
go further?
W orkers’ control, in my opinion, is 
seriously being confused w ith a  very 
old tactic of staying below in  a  m ine 
o r rem ain ing  in a factory du ring  a 
strike. T h e  French workers used this 
tactic in  th e ir recent struggles. T he 
lesson from th is experience is th a t m any 
o ther factors m ust be established be ­
fore there  can be a political takeover 
of the establishm ent.
For princip le in accordance with the 
m arxist-leninist thesis, the working 
class can establish workers' control by 
e radicating  the exploiters and their 
supporters, then  establishing a socialist 
state. T h is can only be achieved by 
the working class under the leadership 
of a m arxist-leninist party, im plem ent­
ing correct policies. B uilding the partv. 
developing an organisation to win the 
support of all strata  of the class, for 
the final victory over capitalism.
T h is challenge is the property  of the 
vanguard, th a t being the  Com munist 
Party. T h e  responsibility is the  p rin ­
ciple of the  d ictatorship of the prole­
taria t. T h e  dangers and setbacks for 
the victory to a socialist Australia are 
the responsibility of the vanguard to 
meet.
Conclusions on experience which one 
m ust draw  are neither new nor old, nor 
are there new phenom ena in this era. 
Of course we have entered the tech­
nological revolution, which will have 
subsequent effects on the social, eco­
nomic, political life of the  people.
Adventurism  is always a danger to 
the working class, and is erroneous in 
the light of m arxist-leninist principles. 
T h e  responsibility to the Australian 
working class is to bu ild  the Com munist 
Party, challenge the society and p re ­
pare  for the final victory. T h is is the 
challenge of our era and it cannot be 
answered by M YTH or M IR T H .
T o m  Su p p l e
Vice President Sydney Branch 
W aterside W orkers Federation.
O N CE AG A IN  ON 
C IV IL IA N  M IL IT A R IS T S
T H E  L E T T E R  by "professorial fellow'' 
T . B. M illar in A L R  Aug.-Sept. 1969 
criticising Dr. J . D. Playford's article
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"Civilian M ilitarists" will not fool 
anyone who knows M illar's views from 
public  lectures and sem inars, nor anv- 
one at the A ustralian N ational U niver­
sity who has followed the  activities of 
the "Strategic Studies Institu te".
l)r. M illar is an ex-D untroon lec­
turer. T h at is his affair. W hy attem pt 
to cover it over? M ore im portan t, Dr. 
M illar is a regular visitor to the 
D epartm ent of Defence. He has been 
seen there  011 a num ber of occasions 
taking notes from the very lips of high 
officials of th a t D epartm ent. W hether 
or not this inform ation is “off the 
record" or “non-classified” is beside 
the point. T h e  outlook and close liaison 
of M illar and defence departm en t as 
shown in published work is justly 
described as “alliance parfa it" .
If M illar says his group  have “no 
in terest” in “counter-insurgency w ar­
fare" as he claims, he  is m isleading 
your readers. In  fact a series of semi­
nars were held  on this topic and 
guerilla warfare a t the  ANU w ith the 
active support of his group. V ietnam  in 
particular was discussed, w ith papers 
by leading “th rea t experts".
M illar claims th a t the  opinions and 
publications of his In stitu te  and  its 
m embers are objective and academic. 
T his is not so H is own work is 
always premised on the  " th re a t” of 
C hina’s m illions and of the  Soviet 
navy’s "aggressive” presence in  the 
Indian  Ocean. His reaction to a recent 
scholarly paper on th e  P ine Gap base 
by an ANU academic bordered on the 
hysterical, w ith the usual claims of "left 
wing" bias, etc., etc. M eantim e, in 
articles in the  Canberra T im es  M illar 
attacks the Americans for “letting 
down" the Saigon regime, and always 
makes a po in t th a t special a rrange­
m ents m ust be m ade for the  personal 
protection of the war crim inal, Ky.
T h e  fact is that the setting up  of 
the Strategic Studies Institu te  was 
strongly opposed by m any ANU aca­
demics, notably by those who are m em ­
bers of C anberra’s Q uaker comm unity. 
No dem ocratic Faculty o r Board deci­
sion was m ade. T h e  In stitu te  of S tra­
tegic Studies was im posed from the 
top, after private  negotiations with 
the Ford Foundation.
Amongst its publications, only the 
work of A rth u r B urns on  games theory 
as applied to in te rnational relations 
could, in  m y view, be  classified as 
objective”. T h a t is no t necessarily an 
end in itself. Clash of opin ion and a 
non-objective case can also serve a 
useful purpose b u t M illar cannot hide 
in a thicket of “objectivity”.
T h e  idea th a t any academic can freely 
use the lib rary  and publications facili­
ties of the Strategic Studies In stitu te  is 
most doubtfu l. A lready articles sub­
m itted for publication  are being heavily 
“edited” and delayed o n  the  grounds 
of “left-wing political b ias”.
Professor Boulding of the USA, vis­
iting the ANU, suggested th e  setting 
up of an In stitu te  of Peace Research. 
His advice was ignored in  favour of a 
system based on M illar’s “special re la ­
tionships” w ith the Defence D ep art­
m ent. W e have no th in g  com parable 
with the  Swedish In stitu te  of Conflict 
Resolution and sim ilar Am erican bod­
ies.
B. J . M cF a r l a n e .
W H E R E  H AVE ALL 
T H E  W O M E N  GONE?
AFTER READIN G A ustralian L e ft 
Review  3/1969 I am rem inded  of one 
of those objectionable quotations about 
Australia being a land  of “scentless 
flowers and songless b ird .” W e could 
add to th a t “and no wom en live", if 
we based o u r judgm ent on  left-wing 
publications in  general. T h e  names of 
three women are m entioned briefly — 
Prim e M inister Mrs. M eir (Israel), 
M arjorie K night (Aberdeen University) 
and Dame Zara H olt, now Mrs. Bate
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(A u stra lia ). At least one woman ra ted  
a m ention, so perhaps we are im prov­
ing.
In these clays of a resurgence of p u b ­
lications abou t women, from our m od­
est Girl Fridays in R evolt (Australia) 
to The B etter H alf, w ith  subtitle  The  
/■.mancipation of the  American  H'oman. 
by Andrew  Sinclair (published in E ng­
land, year I960), surely we could spare 
a  paragraph  to describe som ething of 
the way of life 01 a ttitu d e  of m ind of 
A ustralian women of the Left, past or 
present.
For those m en who still quote 
smugly th a t woman's place is in the 
hom e, it m ight be of interest to point 
o u t th a t some m odern  Am erican wom ­
en took them  at their word and re tu rn ­
ed to the  hom e, w ith some very in ­
teresting results. On page 355 in  the 
chapter headed "T h e  New Victorians " 
(historical no t geographical) we find 
the following: “V ictorian traditions 
still ru le  the  p roper place of women 
in business and in  the hom e. T h e  ex­
ception po in ts tip  the  rule."
Vet women do own now two-thirds of 
the w ealth in  p rivate  hands in the 
country. T hey  have no t earned it; 
they have m arried  i t  and have been 
left widows. In  1960, there  were eight 
m illion widows com pared to two m il­
lion widowers. The new widows were 
as rich  and  independent and powerful 
as the  only free women in colonial 
days, the first Am erican widows. T heir 
num bers were augm ented by a horde 
of divorcees, whose alim ony gave them  
all the  freedom  of the  widow before 
tht' death  of th e ir  husbands. Indeed, 
as the  death-rate  declined, divorce arose 
as the  solution of an unhappy  mar- 
riagc.
For those who th ink  th a t all that 
has no bearing  upon  conditions in 
A ustralia, it is w orth po in ting  out 
th a t 'vom en in the  hom e are dependent 
on the  wage or salary earnings of the 
men> w hether the  wife has to slog, as
she sometimes does, harder than  the 
husband  wage-earner or w hether she 
lives the  life of a pam pered pet on the 
profits earned  by her businessman h us­
band. T h a t  is the p a tte rn  everywhere 
in capitalist countries.
T h e  p o in t of very special interest is 
1 he fact th a t husbands seem not to live 
too long under these conditions. One 
A ustralian Fu lbrigh t scholar, visiting 
and employed in USA found that in 
one school all the men teachers had at 
least two jobs. A few of them  had 
three. In almost all cases the wives had 
decided th a t their place really was in 
the  hom e and some of them  were u n ­
derem ployed dom estically or had  "e x ­
panded  their care of their children and 
their homes to take in  the slack of the 
superfluous hours."
In the  decade before 1960, the A m eri­
can popu lation  growth was four times 
th a t of G reat B ritain , th ree  times that 
of Italv, one and a half times th a t of 
Japan and nearly th a t of India. For 
1 lie upkeep of all th a t with ap p ro p ri­
ate  status symbols, the American male 
had to work 011 a scale which would 
have given apoplexy to the m ildest of 
our trade  un ion leaders in Australia.
All this may appear less than  in tr i­
cately theoretical and no t specially like­
ly in Australia, b u t like B ernadette 
Devlin in the B ritish House of Com ­
m ons, it is a speech from the heart.
I he plea behind it is a fiery one of 
solidarity  am ong both sexes and for a 
deeper understand ing  of each other's 
strivings and difficulties.
T h e  enslavement of women can have 
its repercussions on the m en. T alking 
of slavery, Marcus Aurelius once wrote: 
"One cannot touch p itch and rem ain 
undefiled. Slavery eventually engulfs 
th e  m aster as well as the  slave." T h at 
m ay no t be an exact quotation , but 
lire urge for freedom, justice and the 
righ t to develop our faculties to their 
fullest ex ten t is som ething common to
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both m en anti women — even 111 Aus­
tralia, where our Equal Pay cam paign 
was a polite squeak.
M rs. E . B . W ilson
A REPLY T O  C R IT IC S
JACK H U TSO N  anil A nn Curthoys 
both contest certain  views I ho ld  — 
or ra th e r th a t they believe I hold — 
in the last A I R  (4-1969).
1. A leaflet icns d istribu ted  advocat­
ing non-collection of fares as a strike 
form in a m ajor Sydney bus depot 
du ring  the strikes over C larrie O ’Shea 
and the penal clauses. It certainly 
was not laughed ou t of court as Jack 
w ould suggest.
2. T h e  idea of “occupation’’ as a 
form of strike is being raised by 
m ilitants in a num ber of struggles, 
especially in Brisbane.
3. I don 't accept th a t there  is some 
unique “A ustralian road to socialism” 
(what is it? a "peaceful” road?) and 
therefore can hardly  be expected to 
accept a specifically "A ustralian” form 
of workers’ control . . .  I am how ­
ever qu ite  willing to hear w hat this 
“A ustralian” workers’ control is and 
discuss it on its m erits. It is Jack who 
is vague and unspecific on this point. 
If that it "dogm atism ”, I p lead  guilty.
4. I do not believe or “assum e” that 
all trade union officials arc b u reau ­
crats. On the  contrary, there  is a very 
small bu t very significant m inority  who 
arc not and who are g rapp ling  with 
the whole question — not sweeping it 
under the carpet . . .  As for avoiding 
the  union apparatuses like the  plague 
— well, even the  p lague can be o ver­
come and it is often necessary for the 
doctor to work ac close q uarte rs with 
the patient. B ut all precautions m ust 
be taken not to get the  disease . . .
Finally, th e  W orkers’ C ontrol Forum  
pointed  to a num ber of q u ite  distinct
positions 011 workers' control and self­
m anagem ent. I th ink  it is fair enough 
to say th a t a whole grouping, p a rticu ­
larly am ong union officials said that 
workers' control was no t an issue to 
be fought ou t now (they w ant to re le ­
gate it, like socialism itself, to holiday 
occasions) or, alternatively, th a t the 
unions have always been fighting for 
workers' control and so can continue 
in the same old way.
T he p o in t is, of course, th a t workers' 
control and self-managem ent, bo th  as 
a strategy and tactic, are very relevant 
issues today because they link up  
with the lack of power the workers 
have and begin u real struggle, outside 
the framew’ork of accepted un ion  de­
mands and tactics against the d ic ta to r­
ship of the  boss and bu reaucrat and 
the State.
Ann C urthoys docs my argum ent in 
International 7 an injustice when she 
simplifies to one of “advocating elec­
tion of a Labor governm ent” so th a t 
the workers who are going to support 
Labor will go th rough  the experience 
of a Labor governm ent and then tu rn  
to the Left. It is surprising  to be 
accused of "sanctioning th e  parliam en­
tary system” when I went to some 
lengths to stress the need to concen­
trate  the m ain  fire in  elections on 
exposing the  sham of parliam entarian- 
isnr and a t the same tim e, and m ore 
im portan t, on developing a m odel of 
socialism which, based on self-manage­
m ent, w ould have m ore democracy 
than  our present system.
How does she propose to answer 
the question of ALP workers who ask 
if wTe support election of a Labor 
Government? Is it sufficient to simply 
go ahead and denounce Labor re ­
formism, to say th a t one is as bad  as 
the other? T h a t  smacks of a disastrous 
"social-fascism” theory th a t can only 
alienate and  no t convince. Certainly, 
the task is to bu ild  the  revolutionary 
socialist pa rty  w ith a mass audience,
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Ann C urthoys does not really begin 
to tackle the question of how to do so, 
o ther th an  sim ply stating it. As for 
the lack of a coherent theory en ­
compassing self-managem ent, the tech­
nological revolution, etc., perhaps it's 
th a t she just doesn’t understand it?
D e n is  F r e n f .y .
A N O T H E R  REPLY
ANN CURTHO YS in A L R  No. 4 1969 
seems to assume th a t L aurie Aarons' 
paper at the Left Action Conference 
is a program . Aarons, Laver, Freney, 
Could, H effernan, O ’Neill, Carmichael 
and Clancy all spoke, relatively briefly,
011 the topic: Strategies for Social 
Change. I t  w ould be too m uch to ex­
pect a program  from anyone in the 
circumstances and certainly unreason­
able to expect it from one or two bu t 
not all. All offered program m atic 
points, some m ore than  others, bu t 
none had the o pportun ity  to offer more 
th an  trends and possibilities, though 
often they d id  so qu ite  clearly.
It m ay be possible to  assume that 
w ith co-operation and self m anagem ent 
as a basis for a new balance of central 
p lann ing  and  local initiative there 
would be m ore central planning, bu t 
most people w ould surely find little  d if­
ficulty in  seeing th a t it m eans less.
T h e  problem  of m aking the changes 
th a t would lead to “relations in which 
the control of a person can never be 
taken from h im ” is no t solved by sim ­
ply stating w hat is considered to be 
inadequate  in  a paper by L aurie A ar­
ons (unless one offers viable a lte rn a ­
tives). Nor is it m uch use proclaim ing 
as non-issues those issues that truly 
exercise the  m inds and actions of m any 
people. If p roportional representation 
were presented as a final solution to 
m an ’s problem s it w ould be ridiculous,
bu t electoral reform is a real issue in 
Soutli A ustralia and N orthern  Ireland 
and it would be a democratic advance 
to end gerrym anders.
T h e  defeat of C olton  (which means 
the election of W hitlam  — there  is no 
o th er alternative) would not be a great 
advance e ither, yet u n til G orton is re ­
jected by the m ajority  there is little 
hope for profound social advance tin 
less one assumes that this can be done 
by a m inority  who would then, presum ­
ably, impose self-management. Saying 
th a t W hitlam  is the only alternative to 
G orton does not preclude the necessity 
to support left candidates (some in 
the ALP as well as outside), bu t neither 
should such support create the illusion 
th a t a left governm ent is possible now. 
One may legitim ately refuse to support 
any candidate for a whole num ber of 
reasons b u t as an alternative strategy 
it s about as useful as voting informal. 
T h e  problem  is to develop socialist 
consciousness. A labor victory can, 
though it may not, contribute. A G or­
ton victory, on the o ther hand, will 
certainly strengthen conservative cons­
ciousness.
As for the notion th a t only direct 
control has m eaning one m ust ask how, 
in a complex society, this is to be 
achieved, and what happens on the 
way to th a t achievement? We cannot 
re tu rn  to the village, and even m odern 
versions of communes m ust face the 
problem  of delegating powers, unless 
their participants refuse to benefit 
from any m achinery or utility  outside 
the capability  of their control.
It m ight be more useful to strive to 
make the form and content of elections 
dem ocratic, as pa rt of the process to ­
wards self-management; bu t if one 
wants to abandon all forms of elections 
one m ust offer real alternatives.
J im  St e v e n s
